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IT’S THAT NUTTY TIME OF YEAR AGAIN!!!! 
The annual nut sale has started at the Rich Mountain Conservation District! 

There is a variety of nuts to choose from such as pecan halves and pieces, mixed nuts, 
chocolate pecans and almonds, walnuts, cashews, and raw peanuts.   

Orders will be taken until October 18, 2024 and nuts are scheduled to be received by 
mid-November. 

Proceeds from the nut sales go towards the RMCD annual scholarship that is awarded 
to Polk County students who will be going into an agriculture or conservation related 
field in college.  

Please help to support this worthy cause by purchasing some of these items. By doing 
so you are supporting our local youth with the opportunity to continue their education. 

An order form is attached or you can pick one up at the RMCD office at 508 7th Street in 
Mena or you can call (479) 437-6054 and request one to be mailed, faxed or emailed to 
you.  



The below article is reprinted from the September 2022 issue of the Polk 
County Cooperative Extension Service office newsletter.  Their office can be 
reached by phone: (479)394-6018, email: polk@uada.edu  or office: 211 
DeQueen St, Mena.  Click here to reach the UAEX web site> University of 
Arkansas System Division of Agriculture Cooperative Extension Service 
(uada.edu) for a lot of very good information. 

Alternatives to Traditional Winter Feeding 
Winter is right around the corner, and if you're dreading traditional hay 
feeding, there are other alternatives for you to consider. Stockpiling warm-
season perennials (bermudagrass or bahiagrass) or planting winter 
pastures are among these options and are often a more profitable solution 
for livestock operations. 

Stockpiling 
In this system, forages are allowed to accumulate in the field during the 
fall and early winter. Stockpiled bermuda can provide the required nutrition 
for dry, pregnant cows through January, if managed as follows. Producers 
should plan on providing approximately 45 to 60 days of grazing with 
dormant bermuda. In most instances, stockpiled bermuda should be used 
up by January. Once stockpiled bermuda is completely grazed, a shift to 
another winter-feeding option is required.   

Adequate moisture combined with appropriate fertilization is required to 
produce the desired bermudagrass quantity and nutritive value. If fertilizer 
is not applied after cutting or grazing in August, producers may still take 
advantage of accumulated forage during the fall. There will not be as much 
forage accumulated and forage nutritive value will be lower. The forage, 
however, may still be utilized, providing appropriate supplementation is 
provided. If adequate moisture is not received during September, October, 
and November, little bermudagrass will be produced and grazing initiation 
may be delayed. Steps to stockpiling include: 
1. Graze pasture to a 2-3 inch stubble height or harvest the final cutting of
hay in preparation for fertilization approximately 8 weeks prior to the first
anticipated frost.
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2. Apply 60-75 pounds of Nitrogen. Phosphorus and potassium should be
applied based on soil test recommendations.
3. Defer pastures from grazing and allow forage to accumulate until frost
or forage is needed.
4. Initiate grazing in response to the need for hay supplementation.
5. When stockpiled forage is completely grazed, it will be time to start
traditional hay-feeding or initiate cool-season forages.
6. Be sure to provide free choice mineral supplement to cattle and monitor
body condition.

Winter Pasture 
Along with stockpiled forage, utilization of winter pastures can help reduce 
winter feeding costs. Planted winter pastures provide the highest quality 
forage that can be grown throughout the southeastern U.S.  They include 
small grains, annual ryegrass, and cool-season legumes. Grazing of winter 
pastures can extend from November to early June depending on location, 
varieties used, planting method, and planting date. The type and amount 
of winter pasture used should be planned carefully because of the expense 
associated with land preparation, seed, and fertilizer.   

Oats, wheat, rye, triticale, and annual ryegrass are the annual grasses 
most often used for winter pastures. Rye is the most cold-tolerant, 
followed by wheat, ryegrass, and oats. Rye is the earliest to mature, 
followed by wheat, oats, and ryegrass.  Ryegrass will provide four to six 
weeks extra grazing in the spring due to its later maturity.  Ryegrass is the 
most productive.  However, location, unusually cold temperatures, or dry 
conditions during different times of the growing season can alter the 
species ranking in production.   

Forage legumes such as clovers and vetch are also used for winter pasture. 
The advantages of a legume are that it doesn't require nitrogen fertilizers it 
can remove nitrogen from the air and it is very high quality forage. The 
disadvantage of cool-season legumes is that 75-90% of the total forage 
production does not occur until spring. For this reason, ryegrass is mixed 
with clover to provide earlier forage production. 



Management 

Estimating how many acres to establish is dependent on the class of animal 
and climate.  The actual stocking rate might be higher or lower depending 
on weather and management.  A pasture should be stocked properly in the 
fall so there will be a carryover forage into the winter when forage 
production is limited by cold, short, cloudy days. Proper stocking for fall 
and winter will result in excess forage in the spring. A producer needs to 
use this excess forage wisely.  Additional livestock can be added in the 
spring, or the excess growth can be harvested for hay. Excess spring 
growth on overseeded pastures should be utilized so that warm-season 
perennial grass is not crowded out.   

Winter pasture should be planted from mid-September through October. 
Earlier plantings result in greater early forage production if moisture is 
available. The earlier the planting, the higher the risk that the stand could 
be lost to drought. September plantings should be in a prepared seedbed 
to reduce weed and grass competition and provide good placement of 
seed in the soil.   

Fertilization of winter pasture should be based on a soil test to maximize 
production and prevent applying excess fertilizer. Soil analysis will also 
provide pH, which is especially critical in when establishing legumes. 
Ryegrass a minimum pH of 5.7 and clover a pH of 6.o for good fertilizer 
utilization and forage production.  Lime needs to be applied in the spring to 
raise the pH by fall.   

All forages intended for fall and winter does not have to be harvested as 
hay. Alternative management strategies that target grazing in stockpiling 
forages can minimize hay feeding. The amount of forage that can be 
stockpiled will be dependent on fertility and weather.  Winter pastures can 
be a profitable component of pasture systems throughout the southeastern 
U.S. their greatest attribute is the production of high-quality forage that is 
superior to warm-season forages.   

To be profitable, attention must be paid to variety selection, planting dates, 
seeding rates, fertilizer and proper utilization. Winter pastures can reduce 
the amount of hay and supplements needed during the winter-feeding 
period and provide spring weed control. 



“Take Care of the Land and the Land w ill Take 
Care of You” 

---Hugh Hammond Bennett, First Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 

RMCD Conducts Grazing Management Workshop 
The Rich Mountain Conservation District held our annual grazing management 
workshop at the Smith Ranch near Mena on September 10th, 2024.  Several ranchers 
from Polk and Montgomery counties attended the workshop and were provided 
information on topics such as using winter annual grasses in a forage system, strip-
grazing & stockpiling, U of A Extension Service programs, and USDA programs 
available.  A special thank you to Betty Smith and Jacob Miller for hosting the event, 
Dallas Valley Fire Department for providing chairs, and the Arkansas Association of 
Conservation Districts for sponsoring.  We had perfect weather, a beautiful location, 
and a great turnout for the event. 



The Rich Mountain Conservation District has equipment available for rent to 
landowners in Polk County: 



SUNFLOWER NO TILL DRILL 
$10 ACRE, $50 MINIMUM 

TYE NO TILL DRILL  
$10 ACRE, $50 MINIMUM 

RHINO POST DRIVER 
$150 PER WEEK (5 days) with a $100 deposit 

3 POINT CYCLONE SEEDER 
$75.00 per week (5 days)  with a $50 deposit 

Building electric fence? 
We have a spinning jenny & electric fence tester available for landowners 

use 

Please contact RMCD at (479) 437-6054 for more information or to make a 
reservation.  Note: the available days for the no till drills are filling up fast for this fall 
so call and make arrangements as soon as possible!  Most winter annuals such as 
Ryegrass, Wheat, or Cereal Rye should be planted between September 1 and 
November 1 but September 15-October 15 is usually optimum. 

Know someone who would enjoy receiving this newsletter? 

Please feel free to forward it to them and have them contact our office to 
be on the mailing list in the future! 

Rich Mountain Conservation District  



Web: www.rmcd.org 

Email:  
rmcdistrict2023@gmail.com 
Phone: (479) 437-6054 
Mail: 508 7th Street, Mena, AR 71953 

Sent on behalf of the Rich Mountain Conservation District.   
Thanks for your interest in grazing management and conservation, 

Steve Swall 
District Conservationist 
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Mena Service Center (Polk & Montgomery counties) 
(479) 437-6054

Please reply to unsubscribe if you do not wish to receive this newsletter. 
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