
**Passing along a couple of upcoming educational 
opportunities for graziers** 
Excellent opportunities to learn more about improved grazing and forage 
management 
More information is attached 
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RETIREMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Mary Holland and Debbie Pate have both announced their decisions to retire from 
USDA.  The Rich Mtn Conservation District is so happy for them and wish them the best 
of luck in their retirements but will also be sad to see them go.  They have served the 
farmers and producers of Polk/Montgomery Counties for many years (Mary for 19 years 
and Debbie for 20 years).  They truly care about our producers. 
 
Their last day will be this Friday, February 28th so please come by the USDA/RMCD 
office in Mena between 1:30pm to 4:30pm to say hello and congratulate them. 
 
 

 
 
SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE EXTENDED!!!! 
 
The deadline to apply for the Rich Mtn Conservation District Scholarship has been 
extended to March 31st, 2025. 
 



Please see attached announcement about the 2025 Rich Mtn Conservation District 
Scholarship and help us spread the word to Polk County high school seniors who are 
intending on majoring in a natural resources related field at college (agriculture, 
conservation, forestry, wildlife, soils, vet science, ag business, etc.).  The local county 
scholarship winner can receive $500 and be eligible to compete for an additional $1,000 
from the Arkansas Association of Conservation Districts. 
 
For more information contact: 
Nikki Hale 
Phone: 479-437-6054 
Email: katherine.hale@ar.nacdnet.net 
 

 
 
 

“Take Care of the Land and the Land w ill Take 
Care of You” 

---Hugh Hammond Bennett, First Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 

 
 

 
Using Cool-Season Annual Grasses for Hay and Silage 
 
 
The below links and news article are from the University of Arkansas Cooperative 
Extension Service: 
 
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/media-resources/news/2025/february/2025-2-25-ark-
silage-fact-sheet.aspx 
 
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/publications/pdf/FSA-3063.pdf 
 
 
Livestock producers who grow their own hay often find themselves playing “beat the 
clock” when it comes to harvest, knowing that once a seedhead appears, the forage 
quality declines. 
This race to beat the clock is heightened when wet springs keep farmers from making 
dry hay. 
“Producers have increasingly turned to round bale silage, or baleage, to improve the 
timeliness of harvest operations,” said Jonathan Kubesch, extension forage specialist for 
the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture. 

mailto:katherine.hale@ar.nacdnet.net
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uaex.uada.edu%2Fmedia-resources%2Fnews%2F2025%2Ffebruary%2F2025-2-25-ark-silage-fact-sheet.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cmary.holland%40usda.gov%7C5fb079456dec481313e508dd5679af3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638761803584334741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=urccQa%2BTuz7DXSMLQk8dTgvGcN%2FQmfpElYScw1uVQvI%3D&reserved=0
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“Silage, traditionally corn, was popular with the state's dairy industry,” he said. “Grass 
silage is often referred to as ‘baleage’ in the southeast. 
Rows of "baleage," baled silage seen in north-central Arkansas. 2023 file photo. (U of 
Arkansas System Division of Agriculture photo) 
“Grass sileage, or ‘baleage,’ is a growing opportunity to produce high-quality forage at a 
time when it is hard to produce dry hay — think rainy April,” Kubesch said. Baleage 
involves wilting cut forages to 45 to 65 percent moisture, then rolling them into round 
bales wrapped in plastic. 
Cool-season annual grasses, such as annual ryegrass or the small grains like wheat, 
oats and cereal rye, are routinely planted to provide forage for livestock. “These plants 
provide excellent forage quality while in vegetative, but protein and digestibility can 
quickly decline following emergence of the seed head,” Kubesch said. In the 
southeastern United States, harvest of small grains for hay in the spring is often 
delayed by spring rains. 
“Maturity at harvest has a large impact on quality,” he said. 
Kubesch discusses research on cool-season annual grass opportunities in a newly 
revised fact sheet available for download from Cooperative Extension Service, Using 
Cool-Season Annual Grasses for Hay and Silage. 
He noted three key takeaways from the new fact sheet: 

• Winter annual forages offer a lot of nutritional value in Arkansas forage programs 
• Multiple cool-season annual grasses can be used to stagger production in early 

spring. Harvesting these forages on time at the correct moisture level is crucial 
to making hay, baleage or grass silage. 

• Late winter plantings are a possibility for farmers to make up for missed fall 
plantings. 

Kubesch reported new late winter planting recommendations. Farmers might consider 
annual ryegrass or spring oats for planting between late February to mid-March for 
early hay, baleage, or silage. 
“We've been having dry falls which preclude the typical planting window of September-
October,” he said. “We ran a three-year trial at Jonesboro in collaboration with 
Arkansas State University to develop these late winter recommendations.” 
For more information on baleage, see: Baled Silage for Livestock. 

 
 

                                                                                                                            
                

 
 
The Rich Mountain Conservation District has equipment available for rent to 
landowners in Polk County: 
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SUNFLOWER NO TILL DRILL 
$10 ACRE, $50 MINIMUM 
 
TYE NO TILL DRILL  
$10 ACRE, $50 MINIMUM 
 
RHINO POST DRIVER 
$150 PER WEEK (5 days) with a $100 deposit 
 
3 POINT CYCLONE SEEDER 
$75.00 per week (5 days)  with a $50 deposit 
 
Building electric fence? 
We have a spinning jenny & electric fence tester available for landowners 

use 
 

                                                                      
 

 
Know someone who would enjoy receiving this newsletter?   

 
Please feel free to forward it to them and have them contact our office to 

be on the mailing list in the future! 
  

Rich Mountain 
Conservation 
District  
Web: www.rmcd.org 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rmcd.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmary.holland%40usda.gov%7C5fb079456dec481313e508dd5679af3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638761803584390157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ai1f9f3rtm3sm%2FwC5hytXjltt9WlBR0GgMKY1icpD%2F4%3D&reserved=0


Email:  
rmcdistrict2023@gmail
.com 
Phone: (479) 437-6054 
Mail: 508 7th Street, Mena, AR 71953 
 

 
 

Sent on behalf of the Rich Mountain Conservation District.   
Thanks for your interest in grazing management and conservation, 
 
Steve Swall 
District Conservationist 
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Mena Service Center (Polk & Montgomery counties) 
(479) 437-6054 
 
 

Please reply to unsubscribe if you do not wish to receive this newsletter. 
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2025 AFGC Spring Conference 
Improving Forage Management
Friday, March 21 | 9am – 3pm | $40/person ($20/students)
Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Center | 1335 W Knapp Dr, Fayetteville

•Highlights of hay production and economics
•Jump into the season ready to cut and graze!
•Best management practices for 
  controlling broomsedge
•Plan, execute, and utilize the best forage crop
•Producer panel on quality forage production
•Engage with agricultural leaders and 
  agencies from across the state

Registration begins at 8:00 am (cash, card, or check paid at door.) 
 To pre-register, scan the QR code, visit 

BIT.LY/AFGC-SPRING-CONF-25 or contact  
(501) 912-1602 or jake.cartwright@arfb.com

rkansas Forage And
Grassland Council

A

 



Mark Hazard 
Hazard Cattle 
Company, West 
Point, Mississippi 

Jeremy Huff 
State Grazing Lands 
Specialist, Arkansas 
USDA/NRCS 

Choose From Two Locations 

Featuring 

Arkansas Grazing Lands 
CONFERENCE 

Wednesday, March 5, 2025 
Herschel Hall 
~Greenbrier~ 

Ben Tracy 
PhD, Director School 
of Plant and 
Environmental 
Sciences, Virgina Tech 

Thursday, March 6, 2025 
UA Community College 

~Hope~ 

2025 

Pre-Registration Fee: $40 
Registration at the Door: $45 

Registration & Check-in Time: 8:00am 
Conference Begins: 9:00am 

Contact Holly Anderson at (501) 944-7310 
for Pre-Registration and Questions 



 

AFGC Spring Forage Conference 
“Improving Forage Management” 

March 21, 2025 
Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Center 

 

March is a crossroads for Arkansas forage programs. Some are getting ready to graze, 
some are getting ready to hay, and most are getting tired of feeding hay. Now is the time to 
start planning for the spring and summer growing season. The 2025 Arkansas Forage and 
Grassland Council Spring Conference, “Improving Forage Management”, is scheduled for 
March 21 at the Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Center in Fayetteville. Topics include 
planning, executing, and utilizing the best forage crop; plant growth and recovery; best 
management practices for controlling broomsedge; hay and baleage strategies; as well as 
highlights of research and demonstration projects. The afternoon will include a producer 
panel on quality forage production. Forage and livestock producers, (cattle, equine, and 
small ruminants), who are trying to improve their hay and/or grazing management should 
attend the conference.  

Registration starts at 8am and the conference kicks off at 9 am. 
Registration can be paid at the door by cash, credit or debit card, 
or check. The conference fee is $40 per person and $20 for 
students. Pre-registration is encouraged to help with conference 
and lunch planning. To pre-register, scan the QR code or call Jake 
Cartwright 501-912-1602 or Jake.cartwright@arfb.com.  

The Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Center is located at 1335 W Knapp Dr, Fayetteville, 
AR 72704.  

 

 



Memo To: Teachers, Counselors and Youth Leaders 

From: Rich Mountain Conservation District 

Date: December 1, 2024 

Subject: Conservation Scholarship 

Enclosed is information on the 2024-2025 Arkansas Association of Conservation Districts "Dave 
Ferguson" Scholarship Contest. This contest will give a young person in our county the opportunity to 
win up to $1,000 towards college expenses when they choose a conservation-related course of study at 
an accredited Arkansas college or university. The winner will also be eligible to compete for scholarship 
funds at the area and state level contests. 

The essay should include all four items of the following components: 

2024-2025 Theme & Criteria: 

Theme: "Home is Where the Habitat Is."

A habitat provides the essential plants and animals need to survive, like food, water, 
shelter, and space. Protecting habitats helps maintain healthy ecosystems. 

1) Define the benefits of healthy habitat. Identify the many ways that healthy habitat
affects the quality of life for people. Discuss the beneficial roles of forests in healthy
condition which can be surprisingly far-reaching and enhance ecosystems, economic
benefits, and benefits to the landscape.
2) Give an overview of activities that can be implemented by landowners, famers,
organizations, and others to enhance and improve their habitat.
3) Provide an actual example of a landowner/ organization who has been helped by the
conservation district. (May use photos & videos and district will help locate landowners,
if needed)
Note: Resources are listed on the Frequently Asked Questions sheet

AACD Scholarship Awards: 
P1 Place - $1,000 (one time award) 
2nd Place - $500 (one time award) 

The enclosed information sheet and entry forms should be distributed immediately to any eligible 
student so they can return their entries by the deadline. The closing date for entries at the district level 
is February 7, 2025. 

For more entry forms, or more information, please contact the Rich Mountain Conservation at 479-
437-6054.

This is a program sponsored by your local conservation district and the Arkansas Association of 
Conservation Districts to assist young people interested in careers in the conservation of our natural 
resources. We hope you will encourage participation by those in your classes or groups. 

Sincerely, 

James Watkins, Chair 
Rich Mountain Conservation District 










