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“The Power of One Wire”
By Johnny Rogers and Matt Poore, NC State Extension

The tools to improve productivity that farmers and ranchers have at their disposal are quite astonishing. Computers that allow us to analyze our operations, equipment used to plant/harvest crops to produce feed, and the genetic predictions used to select
better livestock are just a few examples of tools that have changed livestock production. As managers we must determine which tools to incorporate into our farms and some will prove to be useful while others will be discarded.
In grassland agriculture it is difficult to ignore the value of temporary electric fence. Reels, poly-wire and tread-in posts coupled with a good energizer allow graziers to more actively manage their pastures. However, like with most technology getting started can
be a challenge. Even the most advanced graziers started with a single strand (or 2-3 strands for small ruminants) subdividing a permanent pasture at the water source, and all additional improvements in your grazing management journey depend on "the power
of one wire".

So, what benefits does adaptive grazing management using smaller paddocks and more frequent movement have on the system? We know that when we only graze for a few days and then rest the grass for a long period the grass stand is healthier and
will produce more total forage. Furthermore, this approach alters the grazing behavior of the livestock making them less selective and improve the amount of grass consumed rather than wasted. These and other benefits are well documented, and it is all
because of the effective use of temporary electric fence. However, many producers do not fully realize the numerous advantages of using this technology.
So, what are some of the benefits you can expect if you adopt temporary fencing? First, using temporary electric fence gives you the opportunity to observe your livestock as they move to new grass. Cattle producers can use this time to check body condition,
udder, feet and leg soundness and fly populations. What about that cow that is moving slowly? You can clearly observe how she walks and determine if she needs treatment for foot rot or needs to be added to the cull list due to age or some other unsoundness.
Furthermore, moving cattle more frequently will improve their disposition and make them easier to handle. Just moving them one to two times weekly can make a big impact as they will learn you most often are there to give them better grass, and they become
accustomed to being near you and walking by you without being afraid.
As cattle become familiar with this new management style they are also learning to respect poly-wire and it becomes a powerful psychological barrier. They are content to graze their forage allowance knowing you will return to give them new grass soon. The
respect for temporary electric fence also allows it to be used to construct short-term lanes for cattle movement. On many occasions producers must move cattle across pastures without grazing them and a poly-wire lane will keep the cattle going the right
direction.

Cattle that are well trained can also be pressured and moved by the use of poly-wire. If you are alone and need to get up a group or an individual animal, you can hook the end of the poly-wire to the gate, and use the poly-wire to direct cattle where you
want them to go. You can literally "reel them in"! If you have help, two people holding a long section of poly-wire between them can easily move cattle where you want them to go. This can be helpful when moving cattle from large pastures into lanes or holding
pens. In some cases with larger herds, three or more people can spread out and carry the same poly-wire to gently apply pressure to move cattle in the desired direction like a moving fence. It is truly amazing to watch the cattle avoid the poly-wire and flinch
when it touches them even though it has no power on it!

In addition, this technique can be used to sort off cattle without gathering the whole herd. Imagine sorting off a group of late calving bred cows from a herd of cow-calf pairs. Moving the entire herd through the corral could risk calf injury. With cows that
respect poly-wire and low stress handling you can move them to a different pasture for closer observation while the pairs remain relaxed. Furthermore, those later born calves could have significant scour risk if they stay with the older calves. Also, if you have a
cow with pinkeye or foot rot, you can use the poly-wire herding technique to cut them out and get them to the pen without having to gather the whole herd. These are more examples of how “the power of one wire” can impact Beef Quality Assurance.
Temporary electric fence can also be used to exclude cattle from heavily impacted areas that need rest or protection. Many pastures have limited shade to aid in cattle comfort during the summer’s heat. Even in very large wooded areas cattle will find a preferred
location and use it repeatedly. They may continue to use these sites during the winter. These areas will become degraded with excess nutrients, excessive mud, soil compaction/erosion and over time the trees may die. Some progressive graziers use temporary
electric fence to subdivide their wooded tracts to prevent this occurrence by rotating/resting their shade. The fence is easy to construct and relocate as management opportunities change. A ruptured waterline or an overturned water tank can cause quiet a mess
and cattle would love use this area to cool themselves. A section of poly-wire can offer protection while this area stabilizes.

Frequently, severe thunderstorms, tornados or tropical storm systems can knock down trees and damage perimeter fences, requiring a quick response from the farmer when they may have much larger problems to deal with. If your animals are trained to
temporary electric fence, you can use those supplies to quickly reestablish the perimeter until permanent repairs can be made.

We certainly use a variety of tools in livestock production. Some are very complex while others are quiet simple. On the quest for continual improvement we must adopt technologies (tools) that move us forward. On our home farms it is difficult for us to
imagine raising livestock without temporary electric fence. It is a tool that delivered a “breakthrough moment” and fundamentally changed our program. But it all started with “one wire” dividing a pasture in half and that’s why it is called “The Power of One
Wire”. However, like all technology there is a learning curve and points of frustration. Don’t give up! Stay the course and learn how to use this valuable tool. It changed everything we do and made our farms more productive and pleasurable. Are you ready to
give it a try and take the “One Wire Challenge”?
Note: The concepts discussed in this article will work for all types of grazing livestock but beef cattle were used in the examples to simplify the discussion.

Installing temporary electric fencing is very cheap and simple. 
Please watch this YouTube video from the Noble Research Institute.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_A8P-GNQ_I

RMCD - Annual Arbor Day Celebration
The Rich Mountain Conservation District and NRCS recently celebrated Arkansas Arbor Day by giving away tree seedling to all the Polk County 4th graders. Students were presented their trees along with information about how to plant them.  The RMCD would like to thank the Mena, Cossatot River, and Ouachita River
(Acorn) School Districts for allowing us to come out and discuss the benefits of trees and conservation.  A special thank you to both Danny Powell and Roy Ferguson for providing the trees for the students!
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Above: Jay Jacobs (Mena NRCS) presenting trees and info about Arbor Day to students at Cossatot River School

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance to Agricultural Producers in Arkansas Impacted by Recent Severe Weather
Agricultural operations in Arkansas have been significantly impacted by recent severe weather and tornadoes. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has technical and financial assistance available to help farmers and livestock producers recover from these adverse weather events. Impacted producers should contact
their local USDA Service Center to report losses and learn more about program options available to assist in their recovery from crop, land, infrastructure, and livestock losses and damages.  
USDA Disaster Assistance   
Producers who experience livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality may be eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). To participate in LIP, producers will have to provide acceptable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss and program
payment application to the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) no later than March 2, 2026, for 2025 calendar year losses. Livestock producers who experience losses related to tornadoes should check with their local FSA office for LIP eligibility criteria.  
“Impacted producers should timely report all crop, livestock and farm infrastructure damages and losses to their local FSA county office as soon as possible,” said Edmund Woods, Deputy State Executive Director for FSA in Arkansas. “As you evaluate your operation, take time to gather important documents you will need
to get assistance, including farm records, herd inventory, receipts and pictures of damages or losses.”  
FSA also offers a variety of direct and guaranteed farm loans, including operating and emergency farm loans, to producers unable to secure commercial financing. Producers in counties with a primary or contiguous disaster designation may be eligible for low interest emergency loans to help them recover from production
and physical losses. Loans can help producers replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, cover family living expenses or refinance farm-related debts and other needs.
Additionally, FSA offers several loan servicing options available for borrowers who are unable to make scheduled payments on their farm loan programs debt to the agency because of reasons beyond their control.    
Risk Management  
Producers with NAP coverage should report crop damage to their local FSA office and must file a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) within 15 days of the loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.   
Producers with risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance should report crop damage to their crop insurance agent within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days.
“Crop insurance and other USDA risk management options are offered to help producers manage risk because we never know what nature has in store for the future,” said Roddric Bell, Director of USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) Regional Office that covers Arkansas. “The Approved Insurance Providers, loss
adjusters and agents are experienced and well-trained in handling these types of events.”  
Conservation  
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is always available to provide technical assistance during the recovery process by assisting producers to plan and implement conservation practices on farms and working forests impacted by natural disasters. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
can help producers plan and implement conservation practices on land impacted by natural disasters.     
“The Natural Resources Conservation Service can be a very valuable partner to help landowners with their recovery and resiliency efforts,” said Amanda Mathis, NRCS State Conservationist in Arkansas. “Our staff will work one-on-one with landowners to make assessments of the damages and develop approaches that
focus on effective recovery of the land.”    
Assistance for Communities   
Additional NRCS programs include the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program, which assists local government sponsors with the cost of addressing watershed impairments or hazards such as debris removal and streambank stabilization.     
Eligible sponsors include cities, counties, towns or any federally recognized Native American tribe or tribal organization. Sponsors must submit a formal request (by mail or email) to the NRCS state conservationist for assistance within 60 days of the natural disaster occurrence or 60 days from the date when access to the
sites become available. For more information sponsors should please contact their local NRCS office .
More Information 
For FSA and NRCS programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.  

“Take Care of the Land and the Land will Take Care of You”
---Hugh Hammond Bennett, First Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation Service

**Upcoming educational opportunities for graziers**
Excellent opportunities to learn more about improved grazing and forage management

-Arkansas Grazing Lands Coalition – Grazing School (April 23-24 @ Beebe)
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https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/livestock-indemnity-program-lip
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/index
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs?program_type%5B0%5D=15
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/emergency-farm-loans
https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/CCC0576_050126V03.pdf
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Federal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation
https://www.rma.usda.gov/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ewp-emergency-watershed-protection
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ewp-emergency-watershed-protection
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://rma.usda.gov/informationtools/agentlocator


-Montgomery County Farm Tour/Pasture Walk (April 29 @ Sims)

-Tri County Agricultural Production Meeting (May 10 @ Wickes)
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The Rich Mountain Conservation District has equipment available for rent to landowners in Polk County:

SUNFLOWER NO TILL DRILL
$10 ACRE, $50 MINIMUM

TYE NO TILL DRILL
$10 ACRE, $50 MINIMUM

RHINO POST DRIVER
$150 PER WEEK (5 days) with a $100 deposit

3 POINT CYCLONE SEEDER
$75.00 per week (5 days)  with a $50 deposit

Building electric fence?
We have a spinning jenny & electric fence tester available for landowners use

Know someone who would enjoy receiving this newsletter? 

Please feel free to forward it to them and have them contact our office to be on the mailing list in the future!

Rich Mountain Conservation District



Web: www.rmcd.org
Email:  rmcdistrict2023@gmail.com
Phone: (479) 437-6054
Mail: 508 7th Street, Mena, AR 71953

Sent on behalf of the Rich Mountain Conservation District. 
Thanks for your interest in grazing management and conservation,

Steve Swall
District Conservationist
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service
Mena Service Center (Polk & Montgomery counties)
(479) 437-6054

Please reply to unsubscribe if you do not wish to receive this newsletter.

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message
in error, please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.

http://www.rmcd.org/
mailto:rmcdistrict2023@gmail.com

